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!^Sn 4 hours, and 252 of them were Perseids. Of the April 
Ifshower in 1873 18 Lyraids w^ere seen, and 14 in 1874. ^ n 
Ira regard to the minor displays, the radiant-points have been 
- -determined from a smaller number of meteors, but in cases (and 
they were found numerous) where the number were insufficient 
to indicate them, the observations were discarded. 

Mr. Greg’s List (1874), to which references are made in the 
table, is published in British Association Deport, 1874. 


Observe! Courses of 71 Bright Shooting Stars , seen at Bristol from 
November 1872 to March 1876. 

By William F. Denning, Esq., F.M.S. 

(Communicated by R. S. Greg, Esq., F.R.A.8., F.G.S.) 

The bright shooting stars, whose apparent paths are recorded 
in the following list, were seen either during occasional watches 
for them or casually. The table only includes those estimated to 
equal or excel 1st mag. stars, and does not comprise the total 
number of such meteors seen here within the interval mentioned, 
for during the fine showers of November 27, 1872, and August 
10, 1874, the paths of many of them were not noted, attention 
being mainly directed to the aggregate numbers visible, to eye- 
estimations of the radiant-points, and to other details. 

The times of apparition may be relied on as accurate to within 
a minute or so; but in some cases a meteor was observed by me 
when absent from home, and on such occasions a watch had to 
be consulted for the time, which, however, I afterwards verified, 
and hence there is little chance of error on this account. 

The magnitudes given are those of maximum brilliancy, and 
the comparisons are with planets or 1st mag. stars. 

The observed paths were projected on a celestial globe, and 
the R.A.’s and Declinations of beginning and ending, together 
with the length of path, read off, the latter element being less 
carefully noted than the two former, which give the more im¬ 
portant one of direction. 

I have affixed a column giving the probable “ Radiant 
by stars,” and in finding these positions referred, in many 
doubtful cases, to Mr. Greg’s “ General Comparative Table of 
Radiant Positions and Durations of Meteor Showers” (B. A. 
Report, 1874), which is continued and extended from a similar 
catalogue by the same author in the Monthly Notices R. A. S., 
vol. xxxii., pp. 345-55* 

The column of “Notes” indicates either the path of the 
meteor amongst the stars, the rate of motion, or the appearance 
of a train and its duration. 
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